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Independents unite at Australia's first  
National Convention for Community-minded Independents 

 
 
More than 300 people from across Australia gathered online this weekend (26/27/28 February) at Australia's 
first National Convention of Community-minded Independents.  
 
Regional leader and businesswoman Susan Benedyka announced her tilt for a Victorian Senate seat. 
At the same time, community champions and 'voices for' groups from across Australia have now begun 
planning their next steps to influence Australia's politics, giving a sense of the movement that is already 
underway. 
 
Running from 6.00 pm Friday until 1.00 pm Sunday, the two-and-a-half-day event led by former federal 
member for Indi, Cathy McGowan AO, was a masterclass in community politics and generosity. 
 
Current and former independent federal and state members of parliament, candidates, campaign managers, 
and behind-the-scenes supporters joined with Australia's growing network of 'voices for' groups to share 
campaigning skills and to learn more about how community independents can change Australia for the 
better. 
 
Speakers included politicians Dr Helen Haines MP, Zali Steggall OAM, Professor Kerryn Phelps, Senator 
Jacqui Lambie, Ali Cupper MP and Suzanna Sheed MP. 
 
Quotes attributed to Cathy McGowan AO: 
 

The rising interest in community independents isn't surprising given the ongoing disillusionment with 
Australian politics. People want and expect better from their elected representatives, and that's a key 
reason we're seeing more community leaders like Susan Benedyka step forward as candidates and 
campaigners and an increasing number of people coming together to create community 'voices' 
groups. 
 
I'm overwhelmed by the interest in the convention. More than 300 people from across the country 
attended to learn from some of Australia's best community and grassroots campaigners and 
politicians.  
 
When planning for this convention began, we were determined and ambitious to do something to 
help propel the groundswell of interest in independents running for office and to encourage people to 
rise to the challenge. 
 
The convention was designed to spark and support the national grassroots movement of ‘voices for’ 
by connecting individuals and ‘voices for’ groups from across the country, and to help guide 
communities to select and get behind the election of their own leaders to State or Federal 
Parliament, and even Local Government. 

- ends – 
 
For further comment:  
 
Cathy McGowan AO – convention host and convenor 
0418 326 960, cathy@cathymcgowan.com 
 
Susan Benedyka - independent Victorian Senate candidate 
0417 449 636, susan@susanbenedyka.com 
https://susanbenedyka.com/media-2/ 
 
Further information about the convention, including the full list of speakers can be found at 
www.communityindependents.com.au 


